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Finnish teachers have been educated in masters’ level programs
in traditional universities since 1970

Jari Lavonen
Department of Teacher Education
P.O. Box 9 (Siltavuorenpenger 5)
FIN-00014 University of Helsinki

FINLAND
jari.lavonen@helsinki.fi

Finnish teacher education, aiming to educate professional teachers, is introduced and teacher
professionalism is discussed in the contexts of the international research literature and the
Finnish education context. Firstly, a short overview of teacher professionalism research is
presented. Secondly, the successes and challenges of the Finnish educational context and the
role of teachers are discussed. Thirdly, 5 year (300cp.) master’s level teacher education is
analysed using the master’s programme Of the University of Helsinki as an example.
Essential to teacher education in Finland are one year 60 cp. pedagogical studies, including
20 cp. teaching practice. Another characteristic of the program is research orientation,
including 40 cp. master’s thesis and courses in research methodology. The aim in teacher
education is to educate autonomous teachers who are able to plan and implement teaching,
assess their own teaching, students learning and learning outcomes, collaborate with other
teachers and society and, additionally, continuously develop the teaching profession within
the whole school context. Finally, the future challenges of Finnish teacher education are
discussed and the Finnish Teacher Education Forum, established in February 2016, is
introduced. The aim of this Forum is to foster the development of teacher education as a part
of national reform program of the government.
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Eng. Haif Bannayan
Chief Executive Officer
Queen Rania Teacher Academy (QRTA)

The Teacher Students Aspire to have

“The competitiveness and productivity of Jordan and its industries, the
quality and effectiveness of its public services, and the welfare of its
families and communities all depend on the availability of a well-educated
and highly skilled populace” - The National Strateqy for Human Resource
Development 2016-2025.

Jordan needs a workforce that has the skills, qualifications, and attitudes
to achieve economic and societal sustainability, growth and stability.
Investment in education is the only way forward to reach a quality
workforce. Many factors contribute to a student's academic achievement
and growth, including individual characteristics, family, peers and the
environment of learning. But research suggests that, among school-related
factors, teachers matter most. When it comes to student performance on
reading and math tests, a teacher is estimated to have two to three times
the impact of any other school factor, including services, facilities, and even
leadership. This is clearly evident in the results of best performing
countries, around the world, in international student testing (TIMMS and
PISA), a clear indication that Teachers matter more to student
achievement than any other aspect of schooling.



As Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah once said “Good Teachers Teach...
Great Teachers Transform”, hence an ambitious strategy to create the
breed of teachers that have the skills, knowledge and capability to take the
hand of the student, open the mind and touch the heart to inspire and
prepare them for a future, in which the only stable factor in it is Constant
Change. So what is that breed of teachers? What does the student need?
and more importantly what are the characteristics of these Teachers,
Students Aspire to Have.

The Queen Rania Teacher Academy (QRTA) is one of Her Majesty’s Queen
Rania Al Abdullah educational organisations that is supporting Jordan’s
efforts to reform education through teachers. During this session, the QRTA
profound experience in teacher development models and how

it aligns with the national strategy to achieve the goal of

the Transformational Teacher will be presented.
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A Framework for Pre-Service Teacher Education Programs in Light of
21% Century Requirements
Abstract
The present study aimed at analyzing the aspects of pre-service teacher

education in the faculties of education in light of the 21* century requirements.
To achieve this objective, five major domains were discussed: aspects of
teacher education, qualifications of graduates of teacher education programs,
strategies of instruction, teaching-learning resources and evaluation strategies.
Therefore, the analytical descriptive approach was used through collecting data
found in the literature review and other related theoretical and experiential
studies in this particular field. Such approach was meant to describe and
analyze the available literature so as to elicit valuable data that can help in
answering the questions of the study and then to be used as a means to
construct a reliable framework for pre-service teacher education.

Results of the study revealed that the major aspects of pre-service
teacher education programs were the following: academic preparation
(educational level), professional and educational preparation, socio-cultural
preparation, technological preparation, research preparation and ethical
preparation. The results also emphasized the importance of integrating theory
and practice in the courses of teacher education programs . The results also
showed seven major specifications and outcomes of student teachers:
personality, general knowledge, technological knowledge, research knowledge,
creativity and innovation, life skills, ethics and morals in addition to providing
pre-service teacher education programs with digital educational resources
(Repository resources ). The results also stressed the importance of employing
learner-centered approaches and using different forms of evaluation techniques
that emphasize student —teacher performance including portfolios that can
measure different aspects in the learners such as knowledge, cognitive,
affective and skills. The study ends with a suggested framework for pre-service
teacher education programs that take into account the requirements of 21°
century.

Keywords: Pre-service teacher education programs, Faculties of Education ,
21% century.
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